December 20, 2009 Fourth Sunday of Advent

We welcome all of our visitors and guests to St. Stephen
Protomartyr Parish. If you would be so kind as to sign the
Guest Book found in the vestibule of the Chapel or near the
main entrance to the Church, we would appreciate it.

If you would like to register or find out more information
about us, please call the parish office at 481-1133 or visit
our website at www.saintstephenstl.org.

Our mission statementis : “Following the example of
our patron St. Stephen, we are called to be witnesses of
God’s love and to be a faith-filled, reconciling parish.”

Although today begins the Fourth week of Advent
this is also Christmas week.

On behalf of the staff — Msgr. Rich Hanneke, Mrs.
Mary Regan, Ms. Pam Holmes, Mrs. Barb Schlanger,
Mrs. Mary Ellen Holdenried, Mrs. Mary Paule, Mrs.
Leigh Manalang, Mrs. Meghan Bohac & Mrs. Michelle
Rusch — | pray that your Christmas days may be filled
with an abundance of blessings and love, the kind of
blessings and love that we experience when we are with
our loved ones, and we know that God is with us.

I would like to thank all of those who have helped
with the various decorations in the church and those
who have spent many hours practicing and preparing for
both our Advent and Christmas liturgies.

As you will see below, | received an early Christmas
present from the Auction Committee this week. Special
thanks to Michelle and Joe Rusch, the Auction chairs,
and to all those who helped make the Auction a great
success.

Peace,
Fr. Ron

The books are balanced and we are proud
to announce that the profits from the
Masqguerade Auction totaled $47,654.35.
Thanks so much again to everyone for

~ .. their donations, help and participation.
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If anyone is interested in chairing the next

auction in November, 2011, please contact 3 ({\
Barb Schlanger or Mary Regan at the "h-l-i
rectory (481-1133).

www.saintstephé&nsg

The season of Advent reminds us that we live in
between the times of Christ's first and second coming.
And so "we wait in joyful hope." What are we waiting
for? The second letter of Saint Peter gives us the
answer. We wait for "new heavens
and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells." We don't wait
passively — vaguely hoping for
heaven some day. We are called to
"prepare the way of the Lord" in our
own day. All worship leads to mission
of some kind. How will your worship today lead you to
the work of justice making? Identify one specific action
for this week: a donation to those in need, time spent at
a community service center, or a letter written to
someone who is homebound.

The Christmas Novena continues this week through
and including Wednesday, December 23 at 7:00 PM.
The Novena lasts about 35 minutes. In its evening
Liturgy of the Hours during these
days, the Church reflects on one
of the seven titles given to the
Messiah. These titles are known
as the “O-Antiphons:” O Wisdom, O Sacred Lord, O
Flower of Jesse’s Stem, O Key of David, O Radiant
Dawn, O King of All Nations, O Emmanuel.

Gme f3ro

MARANATHA

Thursday, December 24:

The Christmas Eve Vigil Mass is at 5:00 PM
at the Parish Church with Christmas music 30
minutes before Mass begins. Because pew
space is at a premium for this liturgy, the
parish hall will be open if you would like to
hang up your coats during Mass. ! \
The Christmas Eve Night Mass is at 10:00 >
PM at the Parish Church with sung Christmas
music 15 minutes before Mass. /
Friday, December 25:

The Christmas Day Mass is at 10:00 AM  at
the Parish Church with Christmas music 15
minutes before Mass begins.

Saturday, December 26:

Feast of St. Stephen Mass is at 8:00 AM
continental breakfast at the Rectory.

followed by a
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Saturday, December 26 is the feast of our patron, St.
Stephen. As is our custom there will be a Continental
Breakfast at the Rectory following the 8:00 AM Mass.
All parishioners are invited to come and celebrate our
feast day.

What we know about St. Stephen, the Protomartyr,
we find in the Acts of the Apostles. Our parish mission
statement reflects how we as a parish carry on the work
of St. Stephen as it says: “Following the example of our
patron St. Stephen, we are called to be witnesses of
God'’s love and to be a faith-filled, reconciling parish.”

#

The Parish Office hours for the Christmas holidays
are:
Thursday, December 24: Office Closed
Friday, December 25: Office Closed
Saturday, December 26: 9:00 — 4:00
Sunday, December 27: Office Closed
Monday, December 28: Office Closed
Tuesday, December 29: 8:30 AM — 8:00 PM
Wednesday, December 30: 8:30 AM — 8:00 PM
Thursday, December 31: 8:30 AM — 2:00
Friday, January 1: Office Closed
Saturday, January 2: 9:00 AM — 4:00 PM

Christmas is a feast for the eyes. We hardly know where
to look first. The church is alive with all the symbols of
Christmas celebration. Even before we enter we see
signs of the season at the entrances of the church. The
manger scene is a magnet for the children to come and
see. The sanctuary is filled with light. All Advent we
have been praying for Christ's coming. The candles
proclaim Christ, the light of the world. Candles are
meant to remind us that Christ is in our midst because
we are gathered in his name. The words of the ancient
“O come, let us adore Him!” remind us that we are here
to give glory to God. Stop, look and listen! The Lord is in
our midst! By all means look around and then look
within your own heart ... to find an even more profound
presence of the God who came to be one with us

wwwirgatephenstl.org

Every Monday morning for 16 weeks they leave their
house before dawn for their 8:00 AM appointment at the
hospital. For the four hours that her 12-year-old
daughter undergoes chemo-therapy, Mom will be right
there. During those mornings together, they will read,
play games, watch videos, talk. Their Monday mornings
are anxious times — but precious. For this mother and
daughter,

Every Tuesday afternoon, after a full day of her own
classes, Kristen, a high school senior, heads to the
community center. For two hours, she tutors kids from
city elementary schools in the mysteries of math and
the secrets of English grammar and vocabulary. In
Kristen’s patient explanations and words of

encouragement,

It is the first time the brothers have spoken in years.
They've been estranged over a family matter, the details
of which are long forgotten but the hurt and mistrust
linger. But for the good of the family, they seek to repair
their broken relationship. In every awkward word
exchanged, in every attempt to move on, in every
admission of hurt and anger between the two brothers,

In today’s Gospel, Mary travels “in haste” to be
with her cousin Elizabeth. Luke never says exactly why
she goes, but we can guess: Mary wants to be with her
beloved cousin in the last months of what must have
been a very difficult pregnancy, but also to seek the
elder Elizabeth’s counsel and support during her own
struggle to understand what is happening. In Mary and
Elizabeth’s visit and in our own similar “visitations” the
Spirit of God is present in the healing, comfort and
support we can extend to one another in such moments.
In the stirring of the infant in Elizabeth’s womb God calls
to humanity in every time and place: | am with you
every step of the way. | am with you in every step of the
way. | am with you in every storm. | am with you when
the night seems unending. In Mary’s Child, the
inexplicable love of God becomes real to us, the peace
and justice of God become possible.

The Feast of the Holy Family is celebrated next weekend, December 26-27. We will have a blessing of families at
the end of each weekend Mass. If your biological family is not able to be with you, join with someone from your

parish family and come forward for a blessing.
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“’You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah, too small to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel.” (Micah 5:1)
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Last Week’s Stewardship $ 6,260.60
Weekly Stewardship goal $10,481.00
Average $ 6,862.45
Renovations & Improvements $ 67.00
Tuition Assistance $ 68.00
Seminary $ 22.00
& %

This week we highlight the Finance Council.
Members are: Marty Bickel, John Blaskiewicz, Ann
Esswein, Dan Millman, Jim Pashia, Paul Payne, Linda
Seemiller, Barb Schlanger and Fr. Ron
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Thank you to the Secret Santa who left $200.00 in
the Sestric mailbox for use of the Sts. Peter and Paul
lunch program. We wanted to acknowledge its receipt
and say thank you.
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The schedule for the Sts. Peter and Paul Lunch
Program is being updated and revised. Please contact
Mary Anne Allen at 352-7839 if you would like to be
added to or removed from the volunteer list.

For those who are not familiar with this program,
some parishioners provide the food others prepare and
serve a noontime meal for the homeless and low-
income clients at the shelter at Sts. Peter and Paul
Church. Although we provide this meal one Saturday a
month, each individual is called upon to help
approximately once every three months.

&
Lectors
Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve
5:00 PM
10:00 PM — S. Gaydos, W. Kveton
Friday, December 25, Christmas Day
10:00 AM — B. Kayser, A. Driscoll
Saturday, Dec. 26, Chapel of Sts. Mary & Joseph
4:00 PM — R. Moylan, D. Lampe
Sunday, December 27, Church of St. Stephen
8:00 AM — M. Kuppinger, P. O’Connell
10:30 AM — C. Kveton, B. McLain
Servers
Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve
5:00 PM — M. Cantalin, V. Chirco
10:00 PM — K. Kayser, S. Kayser
Friday, December 25, Christmas Day
10:00 AM — C. Rosentreter, J. Renick
Saturday, Dec. 26 Chapel of Sts Mary & Joseph
4:00 PM — J. Amsler, G. Butz
Sunday, December 27 Church of St. Stephen
8:00 AM — V. Massmann, N. Schoenle
10:30 AM — M. O’'Neil, K. Carosello
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Due to the Christmas and New Year’s holidays please
note the following deadlines:

For the December 27 bulletin the deadline is
December 20

For the January 3 bulletin the deadline is December 28
Thank you for your consideration of these deadlines.

$ % "
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
December 20 December 21  December 22  December 23 December 24  December 25 December 26
Parish Office Christmas Day Feast of St.
Closed Mass Stephen
10:00 AM Continental

Scripture Study

Christmas Eve Breakfast and

7:30 PM Vigil Mass Reception after
5:00 PM 8:00 AM Mass
Christmas Christmas Christmas Christmas Christmas Eve
Novena Novena Novena Novena Night Mass
7:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM 10:00 PM

hristmag
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In the charity of your prayers please remember Marcella
Leaders, the mother of Bill Rone and Helen Selzer all
who died this recently. Merciful Lord, turn toward us and
listen to our prayers: open the gates of paradise to your
servants and help us who remain to comfort one
another with assurances of faith, until we all meet in
Christ and are with you and our sisters for ever.

( *
December 21 through December 27, 2009
Monday: Sg 2:8-14 Ps 33:2-3,11-12,20-21 Lk 1:39-45
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28 (Ps) 1 Sm 2:1,4-8 Lk 1:46-56
Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4,23-24 Ps 25:4-5,8-10,14
Lk 1:57-66
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16 Ps 89:2-5,27,29
Lk 1:67-79
Friday: Is 9:1-6 Ps 96:1-3,11-13 Ti 2:11-14 Lk 2:1-14
Saturday: Acts 6:8-10;7:54-59 Ps 31:3cd-4,6,8ab,
16bc-17 Mt 10:17-22
Sunday: 1 Sm 1:20-22,24-28 Ps 84:2-3,5-6,9-10
1Jn 3:1-2,21-24 Lk 2:41-52

Progressive Dinner
Saturday, February 13, 2010
Everyone is welcome and invited to ...
Dine with good friends and make new
“Mardi Gras” — St. Stephen’s style
Volunteer to be a Host home for a
cocktail or dinner party

Help Wanted:
Please volunteer to be a cocktail or dinner party host
ASAP — call a committee member:
Jane Barber — 498-3624
Anne Borgmeyer — 752-2528
Sandy Gaydos — 352-1281
sunnyskies642@sbcglobal.net

More information will be available in the following
weeks. Call if you have any questions.

www.saintdtepstl.org
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Are you looking for your 2010 parish calendars?
Well, we have been too!! We received word from the
company who provides them to us that we should have
them soon after Christmas. As soon as we receive
them we will make them available. Thanks for your
patience.
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This is to thank all who were able to respond to the
request from the St. Louis Public Schools for coats and
jackets. There was a great response to this request with
over three large boxes of coats and jackets contributed
and delivered to the St. Louis Public School
Administrative Office. The coats and jackets have been
really appreciated and these coats and jackets are able
to help those in need. The generosity of our
parishioners is tremendous. Thank you, thank you,
thank you!
Rk
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We are accepting donations for flowers for the
1 Church and Chapel for this Christmas season in
¥ honor of the living and deceased members of the
3& parish or of your family. Mark your donation for

3 “Flowers” and list the name(s) of those you wish to
3& remember. At the end of the season, the flowers
¥ may be taken home by those who made a donation.

A N R R R R R R R N N R R R N R R R R R

65096

I III I NI I

n *

We have 89 children from 17 parishes at the South
City Parish School of Religion which is located at 4170
Delor St. at St John the Baptist Parish. Like a full-time
parish school, we continue to prepare out students for
the Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Eucharist
and Confirmation — all which will be celebrated in 12
different locations in the next few months.

Please help support our Second Annual Trivia Night
for the South City Deanery PSR on Saturday, January
9, 2010 at our PSR building. Doors open at 6:00 PM
and Trivia starts at 7:00 PM $15 per person or tables of
8 for $120 (includes soda and snacks) For
reservations, call 773-3070 or email us at
scdpsr4200@sbcglobal.net
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Bring us your questions about your government benefits and we will answer them. South Grand Senior Ministry
presents a free information session so that you can learn everything you need to know about Medicare A&B,
Medicare Advantage programs, Medicare D for drugs, Missouri Rx, Extra Help to pay premiums, MoHealthNet
(Medicaid), Medigap Supplemental policies, Social Security, SSI, VA Benefits. Our experts can let you know what you
are qualified for and how to get these benefits. They can review your current plans and make recommendations to
save you money.
Join us for the session on Monday, January 11, 2010 at 10:30 am at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church, located
at 3145 Meramec Ave. Light refreshments will be served. Please call Amanda at 314-664-9700 to reserve your spot
today.

#0 n +
St. John’s Mercy Neighborhood Ministry will have the mammography van at St. Anthony’s Church on Wednesday,

January 6th. These are FREE for uninsured women and if insured, please bring insurance card. A grocery gift card
will be given to each woman. Appointments are required. Call Barb Salmo at 314-655-0554 to schedule.

## 0

St. Vincent DePaul is offering a free grab bar program that will install grab bars in bathrooms of seniors 65 and older.
The grab bars will be installed free of charge by experienced volunteers. If interested in this program, please contact
Natasha Boddy with South Grand Senior Ministry at 314-664-9700.

T # 1& 34+
South Grand Senior Ministry, along with the Southern lllinois University Edwardsville School of Pharmacy, is
sponsoring a Senior Health Fair for 2010! There will be free blood pressure checks, diabetes risk assessments, and
medication teaching on how to store your drugs, common drug interactions and more! The fair will take place on
Saturday, January 9th from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm at St. Margaret of Scotland Church hall, located at 3854 Flad,
63110. Cost for lunch is $7. To RSVP or for more information, call Billy at (314) 664-9700 by January 7th.

11 1&4 1)
Did you know that “SGSM Network” is the administration behind South Grand Senior Ministry? This larger
organization is dedicated to seniors throughout all of St. Louis.
Besides the South Grand area, SGSM Network provides support for other senior ministry groups including Northeast
County Deanery, the Grand Center area and the South County area. There is a brand-new website for you to check
out at www.sgsmnetwork.org . From the site, you will be able to see our services, look at resources, upcoming
events, volunteer opportunities, make a donation and much more.
Take time to mark it as one of your favorites today!

)1 2 () no

Post-New Years Celebration - Saturday January 2 at
Concord Farmers Club, 10140 Concord School Road,
St. Louis, MO 63128 to benefit a retreat for divorced and
separated; doors open at 7:15 p.m., music 8 p.m. —
12:30 a.m.; DJ Juke Box Productions; cost $15 includes
appetizers, party hats, noisemakers, drinks, snacks,
prizes and champagne toast at midnight; must be 21 to
attend.

Pinochle players needed at Carondelet Park Lyle
House. Come over on either Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
or Saturday from 8:00 AM to 12:00 noon. All are
welcome! For information contact Charlie Purcelli at
481-6426
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Monday, December 21
8:00 AM — Hank Koziacki
Tuesday, December 22 Chapel
8:00 AM — Howard Neels
Wednesday, December 23
8:00 AM — Judy Marsh
Thursday, December 24
8:00 AM — Rich Behnen
5:00 PM — Ringenbach and Lee Families
10:00 PM — Joseph & Viola Hempen
Friday, December 25
10:00 AM — Ken Simon
Saturday, December 26
8:00 AM — Marie Cain
4:00 PM — James G. Unger Chapel
Sunday, December 27
8:00 AM — Eugene & Anna Wesloh
10:30 AM — Our Parishioners

for our sick and recovering
Dennis Ehrhard, Dave Finnegan, James Forgash,
Joan Forshee, Mary Lopinot, Dan Nichols,
Mary Toomey, Tom Wall

for our homebound
Betty Eich, Dorothy Flippin, Helen Getchman,
Jeanette Holmer, Ellie Kearns, Walter &
Rosemary Kobylinski, Frances Krafft, Betty
Lenhardt, Rose Milentz, Verna Murphy,
Russ Niemeyer, Eva Schmidt, Lee Ann Teter,
Linda Tomasella, Adelaide Vogel, Eve Wachtel

for those in nursing homes
Audrey Alles, Mary Ann Genail, Eleanor Gunter,
Rose Hegger McBride, Tom Wall

for family members serving in the military

Joel Bruce, Brandon Johnson, Mark Kimsey,
Stephen Napier, Brian Schoellhorn

Tuesdays, after 8 am Mass: Perpetual Help
Devotions

Wednesdays, 8:45 am—7:30 pm: Church is open for

Eucharistic Adoration
First Friday of the month,
and Benediction

after 8 am Mass: Holy Hour

www.saintstephenstl.org
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