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     We are accepting donations for flowers for the 

Church and Chapel for this Christmas season in 

honor of the living and deceased members of the 
parish or of your family.  Mark your donation for 

“Flowers” and list the name(s) of those you wish to 

remember.  At the end of the season, the flowers 

may be taken home by those who made a donation. 
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     For those who lean forward expectantly, 

desperate for good news, John the Baptist 

offers hope.  We want to join his crusade for 
straighter paths and a more just world.  We 

yearn for a savior who asks our participation 

in his magnificent enterprise.  We have a role 

to play here: Contribute to the kingdom.  

Prepare the way of the Lord.  We are part of 
God’s plan to transform ourselves and the earth. 
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     We welcome all of our visitors and guests to St. Stephen 
Protomartyr Parish. If you would be so kind as to sign the 
Guest Book found in the vestibule of the Chapel or near the 
main entrance to the Church, we would appreciate it. 
     If you would like to register or find out more information 
about us, please call the parish office at 481-1133 or visit 
our website at www.saintstephenstl.org.  

     Our mission statement is :  “Following the example of 
our patron St. Stephen, we are called to be witnesses of 
God’s love and to be a faith-filled, reconciling parish.” 
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     Thanks to everyone who participated in the Faith for 

the Future Seminary Campaign through signing your 

pledge cards and with your contributions and pledges. 
We had a 32% participation rate.   

     Especially amazing was the fact that you went over 

the goal by 70%.  The goal set by the Archdiocese for 

St. Stephen Protomartyr was $121,200.  Pledges by 

parishioners amounted to $207,830.  This is a tribute to 
your generosity. 

     Thanks go to the team members who helped in many 

ways before, during and after the campaign: Bob Dowd, 

Larry Esswein, Steve Gaydos, Judy Hammer, Ted 
Hartzler, Doug Paule, Andy Sciaroni, Ron Thenhaus 

and Mary Winfrey. 

     And thanks again to all for your generosity. 

Peace, 

Fr. Ron 
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     The Christmas kickoff meeting for the Holy Name 

Society will be Tuesday, December 8.  Mass for the 

Holy day is at 7:00 PM.  The Holy Name meeting will 
begin at 8:00 PM with songs by the St. Stephen 

Protomartyr School Choral group.  All men of the parish 

are welcome to attend. 
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     The Feast of the Immaculate Conception is Tuesday, 

December 8.  Masses are at 8:00 AM and 7:00 PM at 

the Parish Church.  (There is no Mass Tuesday 
morning at the Chapel of Sts. Mary and Joseph .) 
     The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception 

professes that Mary was conceived without original sin.  

On December 8, 1854, after consultation with the 

world’s bishops, Pope Pius IX decreed the teaching as 
dogma. 
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The following opportunities are available for those 

wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Saturday mornings: 9:30 AM - 10:00 AM (Not on Dec 
12) 

Saturday, December 12 :  10:00 AM  Penance Service 
at the Parish Church.  There will be multiple priests 

available to celebrate the Sacrament. 
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     Congratulations to: 

Isabella Nicola Vita Leone 

daughter of Giuseppe and Lisa Leone 
and  

Anya Michaela Jenney  

daughter of Tara Ohler-Jenney and Neal Jenney 

who began their lives’ faith journey this past month with  

the Sacrament of Baptism. 
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     Best wishes and congratulations to the following 

couple who celebrated the Sacrament of Matrimony at 

St. Stephen Protomartyr Parish during the month of 
November: 

Richard Ottens and Aundreya Caby 
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     Have you started thinking about what you are going 

to get people for Christmas this year?  ACE cards are 

one-stop shopping at your fingertips.  Whether you use 
the cards themselves as gifts or whether you purchase 

items with the cards we have a large number of retail 

stores in the ACE program: books, shoes, clothing for 

men, women and kids, hardware, fabric, jewelry, pets, 

sporting goods and department stores of various kinds 
to numerous to mention are available.   

      We urge those who are not purchasing cards to 

start.  Cards are sold after all the weekend Masses and 

at the parish office during business hours.  Cards not in 
stock may be ordered and picked up at the office.   

�
���	���$��
������
     In the charity of your prayers, please remember 

Walter Petry who died last week.  May the angels lead 

you into paradise; may the martyrs come to welcome 
you and take you to the holy city, the new and eternal 

Jerusalem. 
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     The SSP Choral Club, under the direction of Anne 

and Dave Borgmeyer, have a 

busy schedule of performances 
between now and Christmas.  

Thanks to Anne, Dave and all 

the Choral Club members for 

bringing Christmas cheer to so 

many. 
November 20 — Grades 4 — 8  

 Macy’s downtown 

December 3 — Grades 7— 8 

 Living World at the Zoo 
December 8 — Grades 3— 6 

 SSP Holy Name Meeting 

December 9 — Grades 6 — 8  

 PACE, SSP home visits, Bevo 

 10:00 — 2:30 
December 11 — Grades 3 — 6 

 Macy’s South County 

 11:30 — 1:30 

December 16 — Grades 3 — 5 

 Our Lady of Life 
 12:00 — 2:30 

December 17 — Grades 3 — 8 

 SSP 50+ Meeting 

December 18 — All 
 Christmas Music Sharing in the Parish Hall 

 10:00 

December 24 — All 

 Christmas Eve Mass 
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     Thanks to the caring parishioners of St. Stephen 

Protomartyr who contributed to the 5th Sunday and 

Thanksgiving Day collections of food and money. Almost 
100 bags of food were returned in this month’s 5th 

Sunday collection.  All of your prayers, deeds and dollars 

go a long way to help many people who are in need in our 

area of the city.  Even though these individuals can’t 

thank you in person, please know that they are indeed 
grateful for your assistance.  

     During the month of November the food pantry served 

658 individuals in 287 families that reside in the parish 

boundaries.  In addition we gave $3,455.69 in financial 
assistance to 31 households. 

     Thank you again for your generosity. 
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     When entering the Parish Church please be attentive 

to those who are using the time prior to Mass to pray 

and for reflection.  Because our gathering space is open 
to the body of the church, sound does travel and can be 

disturbing to others.  Please try to keep your voices low 

as you greet one another as you gather for Mass.  After 

Mass there is more time for visiting and conversation. 
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December 7 through December 13, 2009 

Monday: Is 35:1-10;  Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;  Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday: Gn 3:9-15,20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6,11-12;  
     Lk 1:26-38  

Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4,8,10; Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1,9-13ab; Mt 11:11-15 

Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4,6; Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday: Zec 2:14-17, (Ps) Jdt 13:18bcde, 19;  
     Lk 1:39-47 

Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a; (Ps) Is 12:2-6; Phil 4:4-7;  

     Lk 3:10-18 
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“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern 
what is of value....” (Philippians 1:9-10) 
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Sunday 

December 6 

Monday  

December 7 

Tuesday  

December 8 

Wednesday 

December 9 

Thursday 

December 10 

Friday 

December 11 

Saturday 

December 12 

Donut Sunday 
 
 

 Holy Day  
Masses 

8 AM & 7 PM 

All  School Mass 
 

Arthritis  
Exercise Class 

9:00 AM 

All School Mass Serve lunch at   
Sts. Peter & Paul 

 Scripture Study 
7:00 PM 

 Board of  
Education 
7:00 PM 

Parish Council 
Meeting 
7:00 PM 

 Parish Penance 
Service 

10:00 AM 

Blood Drive  Arthritis 
Exercise Class 

 Scripture Study  
9:00 AM 

Tai Chi 
9:45—11:00 
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Lectors  

Saturday, Dec. 12, Chapel of Sts. Mary & Joseph 
     4:00 PM — G. Stoff, B. Stoff 

Sunday, Dec. 13, Church of St. Stephen 
     8:00 AM — C. Renick, L. Rahn  

    10:30 AM — L. Sturm, L. Bolt 

Servers  

Saturday, Dec. 12 Chapel of Sts Mary & Joseph 
     4:00 PM — M. Cantalin, C. Paule 

Sunday, Dec. 13 Church of St. Stephen 
     8:00 AM — C. Rosentreter, G. Butz 

   10:30 AM — J. Renick, V. Chirco 
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The Blood Drive to benefit the American Red Cross is 

scheduled for today, Sunday, December 6th from  

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Many parishioners have already 
signed up.  If you have not done so and would like to 

give, please stop by the Parish Center after Mass and 

we will work you in an open time slot. Thanks in 

advance for your support. Together, we can save a life! 
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     There are times when someone has a question 

about something going on at the Parish or School or an 

idea / suggestion for making our Parish and School 
even better than it is.  Yet they are not sure to whom to 

bring their thoughts.  In an effort to make the members 

of our leadership councils more available to parishioners 

each week we will include the names of members of 

one the Leadership Councils in the bulletin.   
     Members of the Liturgy Prep Committee are: Mandy 

Borgmeyer, Sandy Gaydos, John Hogenmiller, Mary 

Paule and Mike Seemiller, Pam Holmes.  
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Last Week’s Stewardship     $   5,684.00  

Weekly Stewardship goal                        $ 10,481.00 

Average                                                   $   6,764.93 
Renovations & Improvements              $     120.00 

Tuition Assistance                          $     110.00  

Gift from Quilters                                     $   1,000.00  

Campaign for Human Development $       85.43 
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     We would like to keep this parish outreach viable.  

Can you help?  We need new coordinators of the Chili 

Prep program.  All the workings of the program are in 
place we need someone to assume the role of leaders.  

If you are interested in knowing what this involves 

please contact Mary Regan at the Parish Office. 
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     The Superintendent of the St. Louis Public Schools 

has made a plea for gently used jackets and coats for 

students of all sizes that have no jacket or coat. If you 
have a gently used jacket or coat that you or your 

children no longer wear or need there will be a box in 

the back of the church and chapel for your donation. Jim 

Sahaida will coordinate getting the coats to the person 

collecting them. 
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this year’s auction a success.  This would include every 

person who made a donation, bought wine or raffles, 
sold raffles, those who helped to move and pick up 

items, all set-up day volunteers, auction night 

volunteers, (including our students), catalog proof-

readers, decorating committee, web-master, and all 

those in attendance that evening.  (This pretty much 
encompasses almost every SSP parishioner!!) 

     A special thanks to our head committee; Mike and 

Linda Seemiller, Kay Thenhaus, and Gail Woods, who 

were so willing to jump in there on any task we needed 
assistance with.  

     While it is too early to have a profit amount, we 

certainly feel as though the evening was a success.  As 

soon as we get a final figure we will post it here in the 

bulletin.  We are grateful for everyone’s generous 
support and as always, the parishioners of SSP came 

through with flying colors. 

 

Joe and Michelle 

Raffle Winners 
The quilt raffle winner  at the auction was Paul Zwick .  
Thanks to the quilters for another beautiful quilt!! 

The winners of the Masquerade Raffle  were: 
2500.00 ~ Ed Pernicaro 
1500.00 ~ Mike Shoulder 

1000.00 ~ Theresa Sciaroni 

And the five 250.00 winners were; Tim Bolt, Andy Cole, 

Nora Black, Holly Staley, and Renee Limbrick . 
Congratulations to all!! 
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     All letters for the use of tax deductions were sent out 
last week for anyone making a donation to the auction.  

If you made a donation, but did not receive a letter, and 

would like one for your tax purposes, or if your 

statement was incorrect, please contact Michelle at 306-

1707.  If your sole donation was wine, we did not 
generate letters in that instance, but will be glad to do so 

for anyone wanting to claim it as a tax deduction. 

     Also, for those who were in attendance and chose 

the pre-pay option, you should have received your 
statement and your credit card receipt.  If there is an 

error, please contact us ASAP so we can straighten it 

out. 

Thanks for your cooperation.    
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     A simple act of kindness that dissolved centuries of 

horrible stereotypes: 

     This fall, a Muslim congregation in Reston, Virginia 
had outgrown its facilities and was looking for a place to 

meet for evening prayers during Islam’s holy month of 

Ramadan.  When a Jewish synagogue heard that the 

Muslim congregation was looking for space, they offered 

the use of its hall. 
     The synagogue was not just tolerant but welcoming 

to its Muslim neighbors.  Members of the mosque 

greeted their Jewish neighbors with the Hebrew greeting 

Shalom, and the synagogue community responded with 
its Arabic equivalent Salaam.  The rabbi spoke at the 

Islamic community’s Friday afternoon prayers; the imam 

spoke at Friday evening Shabbat services. 

     The relationship has grown between the two 

congregations.  The Muslim community has been invited 
to continue holding their Friday prayers at the 

synagogue.  The rabbi and imam are planning a trip 

together to the Middle East. 

     The imam, who grew up in the Sudan, said that he 

had never met a Jew until he moved to the U.S. in his 
twenties nor had he ever imagined having a close 

relationship with a rabbi.  Hi congregation’s experience 

with the synagogue had shattered stereotypes.  One 

member of the Muslim congregation said, “I will not look 
at the [Jewish people] the same.” 

     The rabbi said the relationship works both ways.  

“You really only get to know someone when you invite 

them into your home . . . you learn to recognize their 

faces.  You learn the names of their children.” 
     [The Associated Press, September 17, 2009] 

�   Advent’s “highway” for our God is build one smooth 

stone of kindness and understanding at a time.  There 

are so many wastelands and barren places into which 
we can bring the life of God, so many crooked roads 

that we can transform into highways through our charity 

and forgiveness, our sense of humility and gratitude.  

The work of Advent is to bring light to the dark chasms 

of ignorance, to fill in the valleys of poverty and want, to 
make low the mountains of injustice, to straighten roads 

made impassable because of mistrust and hatred. �  
From Connections: December 2009 
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St. Vincent DePaul is offering a free grab bar program that will install grab bars in bathrooms of seniors 65 and older. 

The grab bars will be installed free of charge by experienced volunteers. If interested in this program, please contact 

Natasha Boddy with South Grand Senior Ministry at 314-664-9700.    
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South Grand Senior Ministry schedules and coordinates yard work for many seniors in the area.  Due to the amount 

of leaves falling and requests to rake, we often do not have enough yard tools available for our volunteer work 
squads.  If you have used yard tools that you may no longer have a need for, please consider donating them to 

South Grand Senior Ministry. Call Natasha at 314-664-9700 for questions.   
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St. John’s Mercy Neighborhood Ministry will have the mammography van at St. Anthony’s Church on Wednesday, 

January 6th.  These are FREE for uninsured women and if insured, please bring insurance card. A grocery gift card 
will be given to each woman. Appointments are required. Call Barb Salmo at 314-655-0554 to schedule.  
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Don’t forget to review your Medicare Part D Prescription Drug plan before the end of the year. Open enrollment ends 

December 31, 2009. Many premiums have increased and you may be able to save money by switching to a new 
plan. I encourage you to check out your options. You just might find significant savings! Please call me at the parish 

office 481-1133 for a free consultation. 

--Leigh Manalang, Senior Ministry Coordinator 
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A wonderful array of learning opportunities is available this coming winter through the Lifelong Learning Institute (LLI) 

at Washington University. LLI offers a wide variety of courses that emphasize peer learning and active class 

participation by senior adults. The winter term begins on January 4, 2010 , so now is the time for anyone 55 and 
older to consider joining this unique program.  
There are course offerings in art and architecture, contemporary issues, creative writing, economics, film studies, 

history, literature, math/science/technology, music and philosophy. Knowledgeable members plan, develop, and 

present the courses and related field trips, workshops, and cultural and social events. When you enroll in a course, 

you become a member of LLI and will receive the course listing and newsletter in the future. 
Most subjects are offered in three 8-week regular terms (fall, winter and spring) and one 4-week summer session. A 

few special interest group courses continue year-round and there are several 4-week courses as well. Morning and 

afternoon classes meet at Washington University’s West Campus in the building on the northwest corner of Forsyth 

and Jackson streets in Clayton. LLI has scholarship funds earmarked to subsidize enrollment fees for those who 

would like to participate, but need monetary help to attend.  
Call 314-935-4237 for the winter term course offerings or for more information.  
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     The Saint Louis Metro Singers (whose membership  

includes Betsy and Gary Stoff) will present a concert  

of Christmas music at St. Anthony of Padua Church ,  
3140 Meramec, today, Sunday, December 6, at 3:00 .  
There is no charge for admission, but a "free will"  

offering will be collected.   

     Come, relax and enjoy beautiful music of the season. 
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     Please extend a warm St. Stephen Protomartyr 

welcome to:  

Liz Benterup  
and 

Dave and Kara Keusenkothen  

and their newborn daughter Lucy 

who registered in the parish this past month.   



Tuesdays,  after 8 am Mass: Perpetual Help  
Devotions  

Wednesdays, 8:45 am—7:30 pm: Church is open for  
Eucharistic Adoration 

First Friday of the month, after 8 am Mass: Holy Hour 
and Benediction  

 St. Stephen Protomartyr                                                                                                            www.saintstephenstl.org 

Monday, December 7  

     8:00 am — Deceased Jamboretz Family 
Tuesday, December 8 — Immaculate Conception 

     8:00 am — Andrea Faulstick 
     7:00  pm — Military Personnel 

Wednesday, December 9 
      8:00 am — Rich Potrzeboski 

Thursday,  December 10  
      8:00 am — Andy Balsarotti 

Friday, December 11 
     8:00 am — Mary Eppenberger 

Saturday, December 12 
     8:00 am — Karen Royer & Joseph Gaterman 

     4:00 pm — Jim “Tex” Ringenbach Chapel  

Sunday, December 13 
   8:00 am — Our Parishioners 

 10:30 am — N. Edward Forti 

for our sick and recovering �
     Dennis Ehrhard, Dave Finnegan, James Forgash,  
     Joan Forshee, Walter Kobylinski, Mary Lopinot,  

     Dan Nichols, Ruth Stuppy, Mary Toomey, Tom Wall 

 for our homebound 
      Betty Eich, Dorothy Flippin, Helen Getchman,  
      Jeanette Holmer, Ellie Kearns, Walter &  

       Rosemary Kobylinski, Frances Krafft, Betty  

       Lenhardt, Rose  Milentz, Verna Murphy, 

       Russ Niemeyer, Eva Schmidt, Ruth Stuppy,  

 Lee Ann Teter, Linda Tomasella, Helen Selzer, 
 Adelaide Vogel, Eve Wachtel 

for those in nursing homes 
      Audrey Alles, Mary Ann Genail, Eleanor Gunter,  

      Rose Hegger McBride, Tom Wall 

for family members serving in the military 
      Joel Bruce, Brandon Johnson, Mark Kimsey,  

      Stephen Napier, Brian Schoellhorn  
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