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     We welcome all of our visitors and guests to St. Stephen 
Protomartyr Parish. If you would be so kind as to sign the 
Guest Book found in the vestibule of the Chapel or near the 
main entrance to the Church, we would appreciate it. 
     If you would like to register or find out more information 
about us, please call the parish office at 481-1133 or visit 
our website at www.saintstephenstl.org.  

     Our mission statement is :  “Following the example of 
our patron St. Stephen, we are called to be witnesses of 
God’s love and to be a faith-filled, reconciling parish.” 
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     Today’s Gospel is one of the most well-known 

stories in all of Scripture: Jesus’ parable of the self-

absorbed teenager who demands his inheritance from 

his loving father, squanders every cent on the good life 
and is reduced to tending pigs when the money runs 

out; once he realizes how foolish he has been, he is 

welcomed home by his thankful dad, no questions 

asked. 

     Many have imagined their own versions of the story 
— but perhaps the most insightful has been one artist’s 

interpretation on canvas.  In 1669, the Dutch master 

Rembrandt painted “The Return of the Prodigal Son.”  It 

was one of his last works.  Rembrandt’s painting 
portrays the father welcoming home his son.  The 

details of the painting are revealing: 

     First, there is the father.  Rembrandt portrays the old 

man as the very picture of serenity.  His face reflects 

tranquility and peace.  He also appears to be blind; he 
sees his son, whose head he tenderly holds not with his 

eyes but with his heart.  Many have also noted the 

father’s hands: his left hand, the hand that pulls his son 

toward him, has the strength and power of a father, 

while his right hand, caressing his son’s back, has the 
softness and tenderness of a mother.  In Rembrandt’s 

portrayal, the old father mirrors the compassion of God, 

who loves us in the depth of our hearts, who is both 

mother and father to every one of us prodigals. 
    The figure of the prodigal, who collapses before his 

father, is emaciated and exhausted.  His head is 

shaved; he is dirty and scarred; he wears only a dirty, 

ragged tunic and one torn sandal on his right foot.  All 

defiance has been stripped away.  The son is a picture 
of humility: his realization that he wasted his life 

enables him to make the long, hard trek home to his 

father’s welcoming embrace. 

     And, in the shadows of the painting, is the older 

brother.  He is angry and bitter.  He looks at the scene 

with scorn and distrust.  He knows that his younger 
brother’s return is going to be a hard readjustment for all 

of them.  His bitterness and anger confines him to the 

darkness, outside of the light and color of his father’s joy 

and his brother’s gratitude. 
     �  Rembrandt’s beautiful painting invites all of us to 

see ourselves in each of the characters: in the father’s joy 

at having his child back, in the prodigal’s facing 

responsibility for the hurt he has caused, in the older 

brother’s understandable but divisive resentment and 
distrust.  The work of forgiveness demands facing our 

culpability in hurting others, it requires putting aside our 

own hurts and resentments for the ultimate goal of being 

reunited with those from whom we are separated; and it 

calls for the balancing forgiveness and conversion that 
leads to reconciliation. May Rembrandt’s colors of 

forgiveness and gratitude illuminate our relationships and 

all the struggles we all experience in being family and 

friends to one another�  
Connections, March 2010 
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     In the charity of your prayers please remember  the 

mother of Steve Landry and the father of Della 

Scheumbauer who died recently.  Eternal rest grant unto 

them, Oh Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them..  
May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed rest 

in peace. 
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     Calling all men, women and youth!!!  Your help is 

needed!!!  It is time to do our annual spring cleaning of 

the Parish Church. Our church is in need of a good 

cleaning from the top of windows, down to pews and in 
between.  We will begin after the 8:00 AM Mass on 

Saturday, March 27.  We are usually finished by 10:30 

AM.  Spring cleaning includes such things as washing 

the windows, wiping down the pews, the statues and 

the woodwork etc.  We will provide the necessary 
cleaning tools.  All we need is for you to supply the 

manpower and elbow grease.  Remember “many hands 

make for light work.” 
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     Men of the parish are invited to our annual White 
House retreat beginning with dinner on Thursday, March 

25. The retreat will end after lunch on Sunday March 28. 

     Uncertain financial times can make retreats all the 

more important. “Come aside and rest a while”  

(Mk 6:31) Consider making a silent Lenten retreat on the 
beautiful bluffs of the Mississippi. 

     Access www.whretreat.org to see the White House 

facilities and learn more about this Ignation retreat 

experience. A DVD is also available. 
For more information contact: 

Dennis Carosello - 351-6219 
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Saturday, March 20 
Dover Place Christian Church 

701 Dover Place 
7:30 AM 

 
Bring a non-perishable food for the food pantry. 
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     The Liturgy Prep Committee members are: Mandy 
Borgmeyer, Sandy Gaydos, John Hogenmiller, Mary 

Paule, Mike Seemiller, Pam Holmes,  Fr. Ron Hopmeir, 

and Mary Regan. 
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     One of the Lenten activities that the students at St. 

Stephen Protomartyr School are participating in is a 

Lenten Walk.  Each grade has made a scene displaying 

one event in the life of Jesus, from birth through death.  
After Easter his resurrection will be added.   

     All are invited  to join in viewing and walking the 
Lenten walk after Masses the weekend of March 20—21. 

This is an excellent opportunity for parishioners to share 

one of the Lenten activities of our school.  Start at the 
kindergarten room and continue the journey grade by 

grade finishing with the office. 
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March 15 through March 21, 2010 

Monday:  Is 65:17-21   Ps 30:2, 4-6,11-12a, 13b    

 Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday:  Ez 47:1-9, 12   Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9    
                 Jn 5:1-16 

Wednesday:  Is 49:8-15   Ps 145:8-9, 13c-14, 17-18    

    Jn 5:17-30 

Thursday:  Ex 32:7-14   Ps 106:19-23   Jn 5:31-47 

Friday:  2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16   Ps 889:2-5, 27, 29 
 Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22   Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a 

Saturday:  Jer 11:18-20   Ps7:2-3, 9b-12   Jn 7:40-53 

Sunday:  Is 43:16-21   Ps 126:1-6   Phil 3:8-14   

               Jn 8:1-11 
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     We are accepting donations for flowers for the 

Church for this Easter Season in honor of the living 

and deceased members of the parish or your family.  
Mark you donation “flowers” and list the name(s) of 

those you wish to remember.  At the end of the 

Easter season the flowers may be taken home by 

those who make the donation.  The usual donation is 

$10.00. 

�����!������
����������  

     Today,  March 14, all are invited to attend a Lenten 

concert presented by the St. Stephen Protomartyr Adult 

Choir and Children’s Choral Club .   Entitled “Women, 

Behold Your Son,”   the concert is a reflection on the life 
of Jesus through the eyes of his mother, Mary.   

     The concert will be held in the chapel of the 

Motherhouse of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 

located at 6400 Minnesota Ave, right 

across the street from the Chapel of 
Sts. Mary and Joseph. 

     Plan on taking about an hour and a 

half this afternoon at 3:00 PM to enjoy 
uplifting music and prayer in a 

wonderful worship space.  Admission 

is free.  
     There is a parking lot available 

inside the gate.  If the lot is full, you 

may also park on the street.  There is also the option of 
parking on the parking lot at the Chapel of Sts. Mary and 

Joseph and walking over to the Motherhouse.  The 

entrance is off Minnesota.  Go through the gate . . . The 

entrances to the building are both to the left near the 

circle drive.  There are handicap accessible ramps at the 
first entrance. 
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“No longer was there manna for the Israelites, who that year ate of the yield of the land of Canaan..’” 
JOSHUA 5:12 
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Last Week’s Stewardship     $   9,376.56  

Weekly Stewardship goal                        $ 10,481.00 

Average                                                   $   7,367.79  
Renovations & Improvements              $     684.00  

Tuition Assistance                          $  1,271.00   

Propagation of the Faith                          $       55.00 

Catholic Relief                                         $       57.00 

March 14, 2010 4th Sunday of Lent 

Sunday 
March 14 

Monday 
March 15 

Tuesday  
March 16 

Wednesday 
March 17 

Thursday 
March 18 

Friday 
March 19 

Saturday 
March 20 

Concert 3 PM 
Sisters of St. 

Joseph 
Motherhouse 

 Arthritis 
Exercise Class 

9:00 AM 
Parish Center 

 
All School 

Mass 
 

Arthritis  
Exercise Class 

9:00 AM 

All School 
Mass 

Tai Chi 
9:45-11:00 

 

 

 Scripture Study 
7:00 PM 

 Liturgy 
Preparation 

7:00 PM 

50 + Meeting Fish Fry  

    Scripture Study 
9:00 AM 

Stations of the 
Cross 2:00 & 

 

���	�����������"���������#�����������

�����������$���	����	  

Lectors  

Saturday, March 20, Church of St. Stephen 
     4:00 PM —R. Rone, A. Borgmeyer   

Sunday, March 21 
     8:00 AM —  K. & R. Thenhaus 

    10:30 AM — L. Bolt, A. Rotermund 

Servers  

Saturday, March 20,  Church of St. Stephen 
     4:00 PM —G. Butz, S. Nolte 

Sunday, March 21 
     8:00 AM —  J. Amsler, J. King 

   10:30 AM — V. Massmann, J. Meyer 

$��
��������
����%��������������������
     Any adults who want to volunteer in parish activities 

or ministries that include children must be in full 

compliance with the Safe Environment Program of the 

Archdiocese of St. Louis. Compliance requires 
attendance at a Protecting God’s Children workshop, a 

signed Code of Ethical Conduct and submitting to a 

background check which will be updated in even 

numbered years. For more information contact your 

parish child safety coordinator Mary Paule. 
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     Purple sheets with reflections on the Sunday 

readings are available in the holders at the entrances of 

the church.  Please feel free to take one as you enter 

the church and pray with it as you prepare for Mass. 
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     Thanks to all who generously supported the 

outreach of the parish St. Vincent de Paul through your 

Fifth Sunday contributions, both of food and money.    

Without your continued contributions we would be 
unable to help those in need.   

     During the month of January the food pantry served 

386 adults and children in 224 households.   

    Financial assistance to help with utility bills and other 

needed aid was given to 25 households within the 
parish boundaries in the amount of  $2,779. 

     Thank you again for your help. 
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    Women of the parish are invited to Our Annual 

Retreat at King’s House in Belleville on April 23 - 25. 

Enjoy a restful refreshing weekend. Call Doris Jung at 

481-4083 for information and reservations. 
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Come one, come all!!! The more the 
merrier! We have a lot of planning to 

get under way to pull off another successful school 

picnic. If you are looking for a way to get more involved 

in the picnic activities, or have suggestions to help 

make the picnic a greater success, please join us. 

When: Thursday, March 25 at 7:00 PM 

Where: Parish Hall 
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     The meeting will begin at 11 AM followed by lunch 

and bingo. Membership dues of $3.00 will continue to 

be collected, if this is the first time you’ve come this 

year. 
     The trip to Fairmount Park on May 

25th is filled and payment of $15.00 

will be accepted this meeting. 

Payment is due by April meeting date 

as a deposit must be paid to hold our 
reservation and secure our place by the windows. If 

anyone is interested in the trip and not yet signed up, 

we will accept names in case of a cancellation. 

     This is the 30 Anniversary of the Fr. Wm. Sheid 
Players (known as the Priests Play) and this year they 

are having a Spring Production of “The Odd Couple”. It 

will be Sunday April 11th at 3 PM at the Cardinal Rigali 

Center at 20 Archbishop May Dr. in Shrewsbury. We 

will take reservations for up to 20 people. Drivers will be 
needed as we will carpool. The tickets are $10.00 and 

payment will be accepted at this meeting. Time is short 

so be prepared to sign up and pay at this meeting. 

Payment to drivers will be handled on the day of the 

show. 
     Please remember the canned goods for the Food 

Pantry as the need is very great. ACE certificates will 

be available so bring your check to get what you need. 

Parking is available on the Parish Center lot and enter 
through the Parish Center doors. 
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     St. Stephen Protomartyr golf tournament will be held at 

the Forest Park (Norman K. Probstein) Golf Course on 

May 1, 2010. Cost is $100.00 per player which includes 

lunch, cart/green fees, dinner, beer, and other beverages. 

     Golfers: If you would like to play in this year’s 
tournament, please send your registration and payment to 

Dan Millman at 3823 Holly Hills Blvd., 63116 

     Sponsors/Parishioners: The tournament is in need of 
sponsors and gifts. This tournament is a major fundraiser 
for the parish and school. If you can contribute in any way 

(sponsorship, gifts for silent or oral auction, raffle prizes, 

etc.) please see contact information below: 

     Volunteers: If you would like to volunteer, please 
contact Ted Hartzler, 832-2019 

     Dinner: Even if you do not play golf, plan on attending 
the dinner on the night of the tournament. The dinner is 

held in the parish center and is always a great time - the 

cost is $20.00 per person. Dinner includes hors 
d’oeuvres, a delicious dinner catered by Syberg’s, 

dessert, and drinks (beer, wine, soda, etc.). There is also 

an oral and silent auction at the dinner. 

     Contact Information: If you need more information, 
please contact Dan Millman at 353-5629 or email 
sspgolf@sbcglobal.net 

We hope to see you on May 1st. 
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     Congratulations to our 8th grade boys 

basketball team for winning the 

Sportsmanship Award for the St. James the 

Greater Basketball tournament. 
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     Congratulations to St. Stephen ECD & Preschool for 

being selected to receive a Mariel C. Furlong Award for 

Making a Difference by the Food Allergy & Anaphylaxis 
Network.  “You have joined an elite group of winners 
whose contributions have benefitted the lives of millions 

of Americans. Keep up the good work! “ 
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It’s time for the Wearin’ O’ the Green! Get your best green duds out and come to the Carondelet 

Senior Center, 6518 Michigan, as they celebrate with all the luck of the Irish. The Singing Larks will 

entertain with song. The show starts at 10:30 am so don’t be late. There will be door prizes, games 

and plenty of blarney!  
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Mr. Don Quante from Wealth Protection Advisors, LLC, will be presenting an ElderCareUsa workshop on 

Wednesday, March 24 th at Provision Living of St. Louis Hills, 6543 Chippewa. From 7:00-8:00 pm, you will learn 
how to avoid the most expensive mistake in paying for long-term care, little known resources to help pay for long-

term care, how to leave your IRA tax-free to your children and more valuable financial information. Guests, family 

members and spouses are encouraged to attend. Seating capacity is limited, so please RSVP to 1-800-555-5525. 
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Do you want the secrets to looking younger, feeling younger and living longer? South Grand Senior Ministry is 

working with the Doctor’s Speakers Bureau to present a series of wellness  workshops in the upcoming months. 

Our first topic will be Life and Longevity. Dr. Eric Nepute will speak on the “Five Ways to Feeling Young and Having 

More Energy.” Come help improve the quality of your life on Thursday, March 25th, at 10:00 am at St. Stephen 
Protomartyr parish hall. 

Dr. Nepute is a dynamic speaker in the field of health and nutrition. He has helped thousands of men and women 

achieve health and balance in their lives. To RSVP or for more information, call Billy Farhat at 664-9700 by March 

23rd. 
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SGSM Network had the good fortune to receive 20 BRAND NEW bedside commodes from a drugstore that could no 
longer store them. If you or someone you know is in need of one, they are available for pick up at our Soulard office 

(2000 So. 11th Street) any day between 9:00 am-5:00 pm. Leigh Manalang, the parish Senior Ministry Coordinator, 

will be happy to deliver you one as well. Just give Leigh a call at 481-1133. We hope to give them all away, first 

come, first served.  
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Get out your walking shoes! A regular exercise routine can help invigorate the body and 

keep the heart, muscles, joints and even the brain going strong. 

On Saturday, April 10th  at 10:45 am, Go! St. Louis is sponsoring a Mature Mile Walk. 
The Mature Mile is an event held in conjunction with the Family Fitness Weekend that encourages seniors, 60-years-

of-age or older to walk a mile. The event started in 2005 and continues to inspire hundreds of seniors from local 

retirement homes, senior centers and area individuals to get fit. 

Register with South Grand Senior Ministry as we walk a scenic one-mile course in Forest Park. St. Louis Area 

Agency on Aging (SLAAA) will cover the cost of participating, so it is free to our South Grand seniors.  Every 
participant receives a Mature Mile T-Shirt, race number, giveaways, a beautiful completion medal and refreshments. 

SLAAA can also provide transportation to the Mile. If you would like to sign-up, please call Leigh at 481-1133 as 

soon as possible.  



Tuesdays,  after 8 am Mass: Perpetual Help  
Devotions  

Wednesdays, 8:45 am—7:30 pm: Church is open for  
Eucharistic Adoration 

First Friday of the month, after 8 am Mass: Holy Hour 
and Benediction  
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Monday, March 15  
     8:00 AM —Rich Potrzeboski  

Tuesday, March 16 

     8:00 AM — William Trott 

Wednesday, March 17 
      8:00 AM —Helen Keeton  

Thursday,  March 18 
      8:00 AM —Andy Balsarotti 

Friday, March 19 
     8:00 AM — Carolyn Otz 

Saturday, March 20 
     8:00 AM — Tom Wall 

     4:00 PM —Anita Doggendorf and son David 

Sunday, March 21 
   8:00 AM — Mary Lopinot (Recovery) 

 10:30 AM —Our Parishioners 
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for our sick and recovering �
       Fran Campbell, Cece Driscoll, Dennis Ehrhard, 

James Forgash,  Mary Lopinot, Dan Nichols,   

       Mary Toomey 

 for our homebound 
      Betty Eich, Dorothy Flippin, Helen Getchman,  
      Jeanette Holmer, Ellie Kearns, Walter &  

       Rosemary Kobylinski, Frances Krafft,  

       Verna Murphy, Russ Niemeyer, Eva Schmidt,  

       Lee Ann Teter, Linda Tomasella, Adelaide Vogel 

     , Eve Wachtel 

for those in nursing homes 
      Audrey Alles, Joan Forshee, Mary Ann Genail,  

      Rose Hegger McBride, Deacon Bob Schnable 

for family members serving in the military 
      Joel Bruce, Derek Hirtz, Timothy Hutchison,     

      Brandon Johnson, Stephen Napier, Brian  

      Schoellhorn, Mark Tisius, Bradley Westcott 

      Bradley Wescott, Ryan Wolf                                          


